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P r i n c i p a l 's  M es s a ge  
As I discussed to everyone last Wednesday morning PLC in regards to attending Best
Results for English Learners, the keynote speaker spoke about breaking learning into
chunks and then providing a strategy or a structure to make it easier for students to be
able to accomplish each chunk of learning. In order to effectively scaffold instruction, you
need to know what a child is capable of doing on their own. This instructional starting
point, as we all know is as the ZPD (zone of proximal development), is the difference
between what a learner can do independently and what they’re able to do with informed
assistance. Starting your instruction at this point allows the student to move more easily to
the next logical step developmentally. If a child is struggling, you can usually help them get
started by taking a break, determining what they do understand, and then modifying the
assignment so that it’s within their ZPD.
 
It is also noted that the classroom should feel like a safe space where strengths are
emphasized. When a problem behavior occurs, try not to take it personally or immediately
correct the child in front of others. Instead, act as an observer with the goal of figuring out
why the behavior is occurring. Then address the behavior once the child has cooled down.
We need to continually discuss our clear behavior and learning expectations. When
schedules, procedures, and an established routine, it helps students understand what to
expect and create an environment that feels structured and safe. Additionally as teachers,
we often focus on the curriculum, but in order to access content, students need skills like
the ability to organize their materials, manage their time, stay on task, read with
comprehension, and retain and practice what is learned for later use on graded activities.
Teaching study strategies to the whole class will help all students to become more
independent learners.
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Another week of instruction and hard work has come
to an end as we say hello to November. Teachers
worked diligently during extended professional learning
on Tuesday. Teachers in 3rd-5th grade dissected Math
IAB data and scored constructed responses in ELA
IABs. K-2 teachers worked on writing calibrations and
ensured rubrics are aligned to common core
standards. 
 
We had another round of informative instructional
walk throughs on Monday. It was evident teachers
took into consideration the importance of embedding
writing across all content areas. Even students in TK-1
were writing! The teacher was able to check for
understanding through a writing activity after a
read aloud. 4th grade students were
using writing rubrics to calibrate student
responses and gave justification for their
scores through the verbiage of the rubric.
 
 

 Coaching Archives

In this month’s COJUSD professional development, K-2 teachers submerged themselves into the
writing calibration process.
The teachers worked collaboratively to turn their confusion of writing prompts, rubrics, and scoring
into clarity and understanding.
With everything that takes place throughout a regular school day or school year it is easy to overlook
some of the key processes that attributed to our success in the past.
The writing calibration process is one of those educational practices that can be easily overlooked,
however, can yield notable gains for not only the students but teachers as well.
 
 
Here are some reasons we should all be involved with the writing calibration process
· to create exemplars for each level
· to ensure everyone understands the rubrics and scoring process
· to align grading to standards
· to see where students are in relation to the standard
 
 
The better understanding we have of our standards, rubrics, and prompts the better understanding our
students will have of the expectations we place on them.
 
 
 

Good Communication is the Bridge
between Confusion and Clarity

COLLEGE & CAREER NEWS 
 THE COLLEGE LETTER OF THE WEEK IS "M"

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can pick your favorite subject as your major. An academic major or major
concentration, is the academic area to which an undergraduate college student formally commits. For example, a student's
major may be in biology, mathematics, or criminology. A student who successfully completes the courses in an academic major
qualifies a student for earning an undergraduate degree. It is common for students to change their major. Some students
choose to work toward more than one major.
 
 
 
Reedley College is a community college that opened in 1926 with only 30
students. Now, there are more than 11,000 students attending Reedley College.
Some of the vocational career programs that they offer are: automotive, dental
assistant, nursing assistant, nursing, equipment service technician. You can earn
an associate's degree or a two year degree. Students also transfer to a four year
college or university to pursue a four year college degree. Attending a community college saves youmoney, allows you to stay
close to home, and you have smaller class sizes. You can be a Reedley College student!
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M is for Major

The College of the day is Reedley College!

Career News!!
  There are many careers that involve being a mediator, but what exactly is a Mediator? A mediator is a

person that helps to solve problems and conflict. To mediate means to intervene between two or more
people who are in dispute or who have a disagreement. Mediators use their problem solving skills to help
opposing parties come to an agreement and to find a resolution to the problem. For example, mediators
can help people to settle a legal dispute without having to go to court in front of a judge. Professional
mediators can work in careers related to legal administration, human resources, and within labor unions.
Mediators can make $33,000 a year to $120,000 a year. Expert mediators can earn from $50 per hour to
$100 per hour, to $300 an hour, depending. If you like to help others solve problems, you can be a
mediator as a career!
 
 
 

 
Peer Mediators at Palm School help other students solve problems peacefully. If you
have a problem with another student, you can sign up to get help from our Peer
Mediators. To sign up for peer mediation, see Ms. Medel in Room 26 during recess time.
 
 

Shout Outs

A special shout out to Juan Juarez for providing us with delicious tacos during
our instructional rounds.  You truly are one of a kind employee.
 
Shout out to 2nd grade for their delicious breakfast during
our staff PLCs.
 
Shout out to Mrs. Chavez for hosting our annual book fair in
the library and still allowing our students to check books out
during this time.
 
Shout out to 4th grade for being such a cohesive team, always sharing out ideas.
Looking forward to Tuesday when Mrs. Cerda is back.
 
Shout out to Aundre and Christy for always being ready to help!
 
I’d like to shout to Anna Marroquin!! She attempted to fix the laminator after it
was left jammed and a hot mess, only to find a little tiny piece is missing and she
could not put it all back together. She used her personal laminator to laminate
my stuff! Way to go above and beyond Anna! You are so appreciated!
 
 

Expanding Horizons Veteran's Day Parade

On Saturday, November 3rd we had a group of
4th & 5th grade girls attend the 19th annual
Expanding your Horizons Conference.  This
conference is designed to nurture girls' interest
in science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM),  The girls participated in
hands-on workshops to help
them learn about career
options in these fields.
 
Thank you Ms. Medel and Mrs.
Montag for taking our girls
to this conference and giving 
them an opportunity to 
experience this.

Palm School also  participated in the
Kiwanis Veteran's Day Parade on
Saturday.   Thank You to the students who
came out and participated in the parade. 
Thank you Mr. Camaquin and Mr. Juan
Juarez for designing and setting up the
float that honored and thanked  our
Veterans.

 
E n j oy  yo u r  3  d ay  we e ke n d ! ! !           
       

         Mrs. Castillo

Upcoming Events

Monday, November 12
No School- Veterans Day 

 
Tuesday, November 13

Parent Teacher conference
 

Wednesday,  November 14
No LATE start

Parent Teacher conference
 

Thursday, November 15
College Day

Shelter in Place
Parent Teacher conference

 
Friday, November 16

Spirit Day
Early release day


